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Moichchhakatika is a ten- act 
Snskoil dama attpibuted to sudaka 

an ancient playueight usho possbly 
foon the sh eentuoy Cf and who 

tderntfed by the praoltque as a (Kehalbiyg 
King as wel as a devolee of adhiva who ved 

ton above 110 yeay. The ploy is set in the 
aunciert erty o ufjayini dunúng the neigh ot the 
king falaka, Meagi the end of the Pöadyota 
dyndsty that mode up the fut quagten of the 
h Centusy BeE.The Gentral stcay is that of 
a nobe but mgovished yung Prahmin, Sansksit 
Caeudot. asho falls in Joe ouith a weathy 
Castkesan 09n nagowadhu. Sansket: Vasantasena 
Desgihte their muiual offeelion, hougen the. Ccupet 
ves and loe ae thyectened shen a vulgn 
Coutie, Savthanaka, akso krowN 0s shakana. 

beins to agpessively puNe Vasartasena. 

\hehe may be some Conneeion betueen 
the nome of the playciht and his backonaund 
ht tes s -the ostgy ot hú anteedens and 
OUNCe. eordrosuy on otherallse, the ange and 



depth of the play suggest that he had 
aiderasuy ima�inakion and was well aeauoined 
h sanskot unitings otti peniod , apout trom 
being wooll-versed in the nih leauing that anciett 

is knouwn fogm. 

opouen 



e wtth nomace, Comeby 
intoigue and a politicol 
Subjlot detaling-the. oven 
thatow of the et's despotic nulen 
by a shephend. he play is nodable 
among ertant Saskeüt dhama fon tb 
focus on a fetional Seengio qahen than o& 
clabscal 4ole legand. Mouchehhokatika also 

dleponts feom traoditions enumenated inthe 
Netya hastna that. Specity thot dnamas shol 
foeus an he lives of the noblly and instead 
incHpoades may peokant chovoclens usho sjaok 
o wide carge of rokoit dalesks . The toay is 
thaught to be deomkd trwm an eolien wm 
Calld chovudatda in Posexty by the playasvigid 
ehasa. though thot wonh Awuies ory 

a 

trognats of all te Sankyit dnonas. 
Maichchhokatika memains one oft the most 
oitely celenated and oten- pebfoeumed 
n the wet. The wok ployed a siqntficant 

Sole in qenerating interes Yn Indiah theatne 



Euopean CIdíeneR 
-Allulng SeEnVal suCGessful rúneteerth certuy 

pantlatföns and stage poducltons, most, noably 
Gencd de Neval and Joseph Me's hrghy 
gtomayt ieised foench adaptotfon 4ted Le 
chatot d'entart that paemiened in paais Ön 1850, 
wll as a Gdttealy aeclaimed "anonehist'Snterçqoelats 

vedon ovoACand called le choot de ternae 
ouike that wes produeed te eh by the Theotoe 

as 

intenest ån Tndicn theotrae 

b 

de 'CEavne in 1R05 

unlike othen elaasieal plays in sandkait 
the play does not boyoouw foom epics o 

i 

The chaaedens ot &udoka age drawn toom 
Hte mundane wtid A ts peopled uith gamblens 
Grustesans theieves and so on. That praotoqoniuH 
of te play, chaoduta does not belorg 

Vauwtasen� is a eouteaD. hen"exempby 
obtude ond dignifted behowÍCn umpneSS the 
udtence The noblty of the chanaetens 
inc) rot dlefn trom thetm gdoeáal eondtoninq 
but toom thetsn vigdues and oehaviu. 



PRESEN TATEON 

OF THE 

MRICHCHHAKATTKA 



TRADITIONSIN ANCIENT 
SANSKRIT DRAMA 

elay án sanskoit is divtded indo ua Knds- thusinya' 
and Shoavgt: Dushyo' meahs sometungthat eon 

be seen oy ashoon on the othen hand, whoavya 
eanbe heasd Ch pokenDsamaoinas 

the 'deichya' cotegoy.Dramasartksul is garoyly 
ealled 'aupak' . Aeeonding-to Bhaata Munt 
Nadyoshastd , a bnupak hastharee chief elemeht 
-Vostuie. Pot; ela'i.e. the herao'and 'nasa' on 
Sendimen. 

undel 

STAGES TN AN ANCIENT 
SANSKRIT PLAY 

Cke the ive act shokespearean 
play the. onient sanskelt doama also has ive majsm 
stoges but -they coe teomed dienerty.These ase: 
c9ambi cn beining. 'yotn' cn eftosit, praaptyasha 

Ch expetatfon G? accompishrnent, hiyodapBt on 
ahiesement thoough eliminaaion ohuntls and, 
pabgam ogn the find attainment of 
the desiened objeot. 



THE AUTHOR OF MRICACHHKATIKÁ 
Shudaoka is Hbgquthgg of the ploy 

he pyoloqgue to Moichehhakotika mertiobs 
Aim asa qeat Ving and asehdon uith tocuagh 
knouledge t-he vedos. le olso tonained, 

eleghands and peofoemed the ashulamedha' 
yanja tle died at the age of 100 yeu. Howewen, 
hene oe no hstaieal. necagnds to pnove thot 
thene ever as a king named ahudraka. Thene 

ondy iderasy sefernences. 

The 

SETIING 
Place &- Uijagini 
Time &- pynobable sth Cerdaay IBe. 

PLOT 
Ihe play has eomplex plot." The poineipal c 

ukhyo plot & that ot ehoiudutia ondVasantsena, 

e Seeonday on 'parasungik plot Coneenns 
King palako °and Anaya. 

cn 
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